
Rule 12. Use of Telephone and Interactive Video
12.01 Motions and Conferences

The court may hear motions and conduct conferences with counsel by telephone or interactive
video.

1999 Advisory Committee Comment

Rule 12.01 authorizes the court to use telephone and interactive video to hear motions where
testimony is not required and to resolve procedural matters with counsel for the parties.
12.02 Hearings and Taking Testimony

By agreement of the parties, or in exceptional circumstances upon motion of a party or the
county attorney, the court may hold hearings and take testimony by telephone or interactive video.

1999 Advisory Committee Comment

Rule 12.02 authorizes the court to hold hearings and take testimony by telephone or interactive
video only upon agreement of the parties or in exceptional circumstances upon motion. The intent
of this rule is to ensure that parties are permitted to fully participate in hearings and to be present
when testimony is offered. The rule provides that the court has the opportunity, in all but the most
exceptional cases, to personally observe witnesses in order to effectively weigh credibility. However,
it also gives the court some flexibility in those exceptional cases.
12.03 In Court Appearance Not Precluded

This rule shall not preclude a party or the county attorney from being present in person before
the court at a hearing.
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